NEWS from the 
UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


Office of Information 
and Public Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 

20210 


Week of June 28, 1993 


A 


IN THIS ISSUE: 


PRODUCTIVITY AND COSTS - FIRST QUARTER 1993 


STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA 
EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT: APRIL 1993 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--MAY 1993 
REAL EARNINGS IN MAY 1993 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 





REGIONAL INFORMATION OFFICES 


The U.S. Department of Labor operates 
located in major cities across the country. 
news or feature story provided through this 
inquiry--you may contact one of the offices 
includes the names, addresses and telephone 


through 10 regional offices 

If you want a local angle on a 
service--or have a direct news 
listed below. This listing 
numbers of the Regional Directors 


for Public Affairs and the States in their regions: 


Region I.......John M. Chavez 
1 Congress St. 
Connecticut llth Floor 
Maine 
Massachusetts 
New Hampshire 
Rhode Island 
Vermont 


02114 
617-565-2072 


Region II......Chester Fultz 

= 201 Varick St. 
New Jersey Room 605 A 
New York Ww » OY 
Puerto Rico 212-337-2319 
Virgin Islands 


10014 


Region III.....Kate Dugan 

Room 14120 

3535 Market St. 

i La, PA 


Delaware 
District of 
Columbia 

Maryland 
Pennsylvania 
Virginia 


Philadelphia 19104 
215-596-1139 


Region IV......Dan Fuqua 

Room 317 

1371 Peachtree St., N.E. 
7 GA 30357 

404-347-4495 


Alabama 
Florida 
Georgia 
Mississippi 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Tennessee 
Kentucky 


Region V........John D. Mellott 
Room 3192 

230 S. Dearborn St. 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312-353-6976 


Illinois 
Indiana 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Ohio 
Wisconsin 


Region VI....Sherrie Moran A 
Room 724 

Arkansas 555 Griffin St. 

Louisiana Dallas, TX - 75202 

New Mexico 214-767-4776 

Oklahoma 

Texas 


Region VII...Patrick A. Hand 
Room 2509 
Federal Office Bldg. 
911 Walnut St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 
816-374-5481 


Iowa 
Kansas 
Missouri 
Nebraska 


Region VIII..Ernest E. Sanchez 
Room 1468 

Federal Bldg. 
Montana 1961 Stout St. 
North Dakota 7 CO 80294 
South Dakota 303-844-4235 

Utah 

Wyoming 


Colorado 


Region IX....Joe B, Kirkbride 

Suite 1035 

71 Stevenson St. 

7 CA 94105 


Arizona 
California 
Hawaii 
Nevada 


San Francisco 
415-744-6673 


Region X.....Mike Shimizu 

Room 805 

1111 Third Ave. Bldg 
Idaho Seattle, WA 98101 
Oregon 206-442-7620 
Washington \ 


\ 


Alaska 





Week of June 28, 1993 


PRODUCTIVITY AND COSTS - First Quarter 1993 


WASHINGTON -- The Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. 
Department of Labor has reported revised productivity data as 
measured by output per hour of all persons for the first quarter 
of 1993. The revised seasonally-adjusted annual rates of 
productivity change in the first quarter were: 


-1.5 percent in the business sector, and 
-1.6 percent in the nonfarm business sector. 


In both sectors, output gains were much smaller than in the 
fourth-quarter, while hours growth accelerated. 


In manufacturing, productivity changes in the first quarter 
were: 


4.8 percent in manufacturing, 
8.6 percent in durable goods manufacturing, and 
-0.4 percent in nondurable goods manufacturing. 


The productivity advance in manufacturing reflects a strong 
output gain in the durable goods industries. Output and hours in 
manufacturing, which includes about 20 percent of U.S. 
business-sector employment, tend to change more from quarter to 
quarter than in the business and nonfarm business sectors. 
First-quarter measures are summarized in table A and appear in 
detail in tables 1 through 5. 


Output measures for business and nonfarm business are based 
on measures of gross domestic product prepared by the Bureau of 
Economic Analysis of the U.S. Department of Commerce. Quarterly 
output measures for manufacturing reflect independent indexes of 
industrial production prepared by the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System. 


# # # 





Week of June 28, 1993 


STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA 
EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT: APRIL 1993 


WASHINGTON -- Unemployment rates were higher in April 1993 
than in the prior month in 26 states, lower in 19 states and the 
District of Columbia, and unchanged in 5 states, the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor has reported. 
The national unemployment rate was 7.0 percent in April, the same 
as in February and March. 


Employment on nonfarm payrolls was higher in April than a 
year earlier in 40 states and the District of Columbia. 


Unemployment data for all states and the District of 
Columbia are available on a seasonally adjusted basis, thus 
permitting over-the-month comparisons. Nonfarm payroll 
employment data for states, as well as unemployment data for 
metropolitan areas, are only available on a not- 
seasonally-adjusted basis; therefore, comparisons of these data 
should be limited to the same month in earlier years. 
Over-the-month comparisons of not-seasonally-adjusted data may be 
affected by seasonal changes and thus could present a misleading 
picture of underlying economic trends. 


State Unemployment (Seasonally Adjusted) 


Indiana had the largest over-the-month increase in its 
unemployment rate, a full percentage point, nearly offsetting the 
sharp drop in March. New Jersey and South Carolina had the next 
largest rate increases in April, both up 0.8 percentage point. 

No state had a rate decrease as large as 1 full percentage point 
in April, but California and New Hampshire both had decreases of 
0.8 point. 


Three states had unemployment rates in excess of 8.5 percent 
in April. West Virginia, at 11.9 percent, continued to have the 
highest rate. The other two states were New Jersey (9.1 percent) 
and California (8.6 percent). California's rate was below 9 
percent for the first time since May 1992. In 1992, seven states 
had annual average unemployment rates of 8.5 percent or 
higher--California, New York, Michigan, Massachusetts, West 
Virginia, Rhode Island, and Alaska. 


By contrast, seven states had unemployment rates below 5.0 
percent in April. Nebraska had the lowest rate, 2.8 percent, 
followed by South Dakota, at 3.3 percent. Low unemployment rates 
continued to be concentrated in the heavily agrarian Plains 
states in the north central part of the country. (See the map.) 


-more- 
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Metropolitan Area Unemployment (Not Seasonally Adjusted) 


Of the 272 metropolitan areas for which data are available, 
43 areas reported April unemployment rates of 8.5 percent or 
higher, while 65 had rates below 5.0 percent. Modesto, Calif., 
and McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, Tex., had the highest unemployment 
rates (16.5 and 14.0 percent, respectively). The lowest rate was 
in Iowa City, Iowa (1.7 percent), followed by Lincoln, Neb. (2.1 
percent), and Madison, Wis. (2.3 percent). 


Nonfarm Payroll Employment (Not Seasonally Adjusted) 


Nonfarm payroll employment, as measured by the monthly 
survey of nonfarm establishments, rose by 2 percent or more in 16 
states between April of 1992 and 1993. Utah reported the largest 
percentage increase (4.2 percent), followed by Nevada (3.7 
percent), Idaho (3.4 percent), and Colorado and Georgia (both 3.0 
percent). Texas had the largest numerical increase, with an 
over-the-year job gain of about 175,000. Florida, Georgia, and 
North Carolina also showed significant job growth since last 
April, with additions ranging between 75,000 and 130,000. 


Over-the-year employment declines were reported in 10 
states. The largest declines in percentage terms were in 
Connecticut (1.8 percent), California (1.6 percent), and Hawaii 
(1.5 percent). California had the largest numerical 
over-the-year employment drop (200,000). (See table 3.) 


In the goods-producing sector, nearly three-fourths of the 
states reported over-the-year job gains in construction, but over 
half had losses in manufacturing. In the service-producing 
sector, nearly all states reported strong over-the-year job 
growth in services, over four-fifths had increases in trade, 
almost three-fourths in government, two-thirds in finance, 
insurance, and real estate, and over half in transportation and 
public utilities. 
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Table 3. Employees on nonfar= payrolls by state and selected industry division, not seasonally adjusted-Continued 


(In thousands) 









































































































































Alabema............-.] 356.8 73.6 346.2 
AIAGKA......ccrecccee] 46.8 10.4 75.3 
Arizona...... ecceceee 373.9 93.0 298.) 
Arkansas........--++5 207.5 38.2 173.3 
California...........)22814.2 79.3 : 
Colorado.....-seeeees 375.8 96.9 301.5 
Connecticut.......... 327.8 143.1 210.6 
Delaware............. 70.9 33.0 50.6 
District of Columbia. 54.7 33.8 288.5 
Florida...... aseeenpe 1,416.4 350.6 899.5 
160.8 543.3 
37.4 115.9 
20.9 69.3 
788.2 
397.6 
Towa... cee eceeeenese 228.1 
Kansas.......-eeeeeee 243.0 
Rentwoky....cccsecees . 282.5 
Lovisiana....... ais wot £ d 3 ° ‘ . . . s . 6 3 . 337.5 
Maine....... sees 96.0 
Marylend............. 27.9 9.9 422.8 
Massachusetts........ 907.3] 903.5 380.7 
Michigan..........+..- 984.5) 962.9 653.9 
Minnesota............ 608.0) 584.4 359.3 
Mississippi.......... 38 184.6] 172.1 217.0 
Missowri............. 36.6 137.5 605.1 597.5 ‘ 388.0 
Montana..........0005 14.4 14.5 83.1 60.0 75.5 75.8 
Webraska............. 48.5 48.7 184.0) 184.3 148.3 149.1 
Mevada............... 30.5 30.6 265.0 261.9 90.5 90.3 
New Mampshire...... oe 28.9 26.9 130.3 125.2 75.4 74.9 
New Jersey........... -@)] 224.6 225.3 968.0 576.6 577.0 
New Mexico........ coe 4 26.5 26.5 160.9 160.4 161.2 
Mew York........... -8| 727.4 726.3 2,354.3 1,440.0 1,461.5 
Worth Carolina....... 2] 137.6 138.4 658.9 $25.2 524.9 
North Dekota......... -6 13.2 13.3 7.4 08.9 68.3 
254.4) 255.8) 254.9) 256.3 1,239.5 751.6 746.0 
59.9 60.1 60.3 60.5 292.6 273.6 273.3 
63.7 6.7 6s.0 67.3 237.7 237.5 
296.8) 298.5) 299.1) 299.0 712.5 714.4 
Rhode Islend......... 25.5 24.5 2s.2 24.4 62.5 61.3 
South Cerolins....... “4.9 «.5 “.5 “.8 301.9 302.2 
South Dekota......... 17.0 17.4 17.1 17.6 66.3 66.3 
Tennessee............ 100.1 100.4] 100.6) 100.7 360.2 361.5 
TONRS. ccccccccccccces 418.86) 422.4) 418.4) 423.1 1,386.7 1,389.9 
WEA. oc cccccccccscces 3%.8 37.9 3.9 38.3 163.1 160.5 
Wermont..cccccccccces 11.7 11.8 45.7 
Whegimda..wcccccccses 148.3 148.6 602.3 
Washington........... 116.5 138.9 436.1 
West Virginia........ 24.7 26.2 132.5 
Wisconsin............ 127.7 126.1 369.6 
RINE sadceecsucss 7.4 7.2 58.5 
Puerto Rico.......... 35.6 3.7 293.5 


Incledes mining, not shown separately. MOTE: Date are counts of jobs by place of work. Deta have been 
adjusted to March 1992 benchmark levels. Estimates subsequent to the 
Mining is combined with construction. current benchmark month ere provisional and will be revised when new 
Pp ® preliminary. benchmark information becomes available. 
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rercen 


State end eres 


Alabama.....-..-seececes 
Bireinghes.... 
Huntsville 
Mobile..........- 





Arkansas......... eoccecces 





Fort Saith? eeccccces 
Little Rock -North Little Rock 
Pine Bleff...... ceccccccccece 


California?....... rere 
Anahein-Senta Ana.... 








Modesto..........500. 
Oekiand..... 
Oxnard-Ventura...... 

Riverside-San Bernardino............54.. 
SOCTEMORCO. 2 00 eee ccccccccccccccccccccces 
Salinas-Seaside-tonterey.............65. 
San Diego........ ec vccccverecceccosscces 
San PEORCISCO.....ccccccccccccscccccces 
Sante Berbera-Senta Meria-Lompoc........ 
Santa Rosa-Petaluma. 
Vallejo-Fairf ield-Mapa..........cceceees 


Cee eee meee ween eeeee 






Colorado..... eee crcccccccccececcccccsccecs 
Boulder-Longmont......cccccccccccccecces 


Bridgeport-Milford........ccccrecvececes 
Mew Beitein...ccccccccccccccccccccccccce 
Mew Waven-Meriden......csccecccccesscces 


Delawere........... Coccccccccccccccccccece 
Wilmineton’....... RAV Reerepecennaconwen 


District of Columbia... ......cccceseccsees 
NSN 5 oc ob ckcccdctecswadencutanes 


VIRGIN o.i.or eu iind ccccctticcdsecaenuacuens 
Fort Lavderdale-Hollywood-Pompanc Beach. 
Fort Myers-Cape Coral........ccccsescees 
GESRRSUSIIG s 6:0 05 6 cicveccccncvcecoesccates 
DOORSOMVABIE... occ ccccccccccesccccccesces 
Lakeland-Winter Waven.........cesccecees 
Melbourne-Titusville-Pale Bay........... 
Miemi-Mialeah...... Cee cccerccccccccccces 
GR ho Foe es cccdcadeseteseeeuneaeeed 
COINS o dacvcccccctwccnconeceebaceuee 
Serasota........ 

Tallahassee... 
Tempa-St. Petersburg-Clearvater......... 
Mest Palm Beach-Boca Raton-Delray Beech. 








ARRORB. ccccccccccccccccccceceesecceseecs 
ARRBNER s cc ccccccccccnscccsceeeseseseeses 
Augusta!........... sasdeus coeaasudeuneas 
CUMIN i 6 cv aceccscciuadacaecbucceaves 
Macon-Marner Robins........cccccccccsees 
Sevennah..... aesece 


WEURES so ccercccctocccrcsewsdecccesceensens 
Wonolulu........... 


BOBNO. cc ccccccccccccccccsccccecceccecccene 
BORES CEOs ci vccccccccccectencccaseseces 


PUNO enna dedcdnnncccdeniccccssletinns 
RODGERS oo cv cccccccvecccccccccccece 
Bloomington-Normal............cccccccees 
Champeign-Urbane-Rantoul............0005 
Davenport-Rock Island-Holine’........... 


See footnotes at end of table. 
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Week of June 28, 1993 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--MAY 1993 


WASHINGTON -- The Consumer Price Index for All Urban 
Consumers (CPI-U) rose 0.1 percent before seasonal adjustment in 
May to a level of 144.2 (1982-84=100), the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor reported. For the 
12-month period ended in May, the CPI-U increased 3.2 percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical 
Workers (CPI-W) increased 0.2 percent in May prior to seasonal 
adjustment. The May 1993 CPI-W level of 141.9 was 3.1 percent 
higher than the index in May 1992. 


CPI. for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 0.1 percent 
in May after advancing 0.4 percent in April. The moderation in 
May reflects a downturn in the energy index and a smaller 
increase in the index for all items less food and energy. Food 
costs rose 0.4 percent for the second consecutive month, largely 
as a result of an increase in prices for fresh fruits and 
vegetables. The 1.0 percent decline in the energy index reflects 
a drop in gasoline prices that more than offset a small increase 
in household fuel costs. Excluding food and energy, the CPI-U 
rose 0.2 percent in May after advancing 0.4 percent in April. 
Declines in the indexes for apparel and upkeep and entertainment, 
coupled with a much smaller increase in shelter costs, were 
responsible for this slowdown. 


# # # 





Week of June 28, 1993 


REAL EARNINGS IN MAY 1993 


WASHINGTON -- Real average weekly earnings rose 1.6 percent 
from April to May after seasonal adjustment, according to 
preliminary data released by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of 
the U.S. Department of Labor. This rise stemmed from a 1.2 
percent increase in average weekly hours coupled with a 0.6 
percent increase in average hourly earnings. These gains were 
partially offset by a 0.1 percent rise in the Consumer Price 
Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W). 


Data on average weekly earnings are collected from the 
payroll reports of private nonfarm establishments. Earnings of 
both full-time and part-time workers holding production or 
nonsupervisory jobs are included. Real average weekly earnings 
are calculated by adjusting earnings in current dollars for 
changes in the CPI-wW. 


Average weekly earnings rose by 3.6 percent between May 
of 1992 and 1993 as a result of a 2.8 percent increase in average 
hourly earnings and a 0.9 percent increase in average weekly 
hours. After adjustment for a 3.1 percent gain in the CPI-W 
over the same period, real average weekly earnings rose by 0.5 
percent. Before adjustment for seasonal change and deflation by 
the CPI-W, average weekly earnings were $375.45 in May 1993, 
compared with $362.23 a year earlier. 


# # # 





Week of June 28, 1993 


Fillers From The U.S. Department of Labor 


In 1789 the British consul in America reported to London 
that "a series of centuries" would have to elapse before a people 
"possessing so strong a natural disposition" to agriculture as 
the Americans would undertake manufacturing on a large scale. 
(But) in less than half a century the young republic emerged as a 


leading industrial nation, according to the U.S. Department of 
Labor's History of The American Worker. 


*# # # 


About one of six working Americans in 1800 were engaged in 
nonagricultural labor; by 1850 the proportion had risen to almost 
half. The second quarter of the nineteenth century saw canals, 
steamboats and railroads carrying the products of American labor, 
opening up new markets and expanding old ones, according to the 
U.S. Department of Labor's History of The American Worker. 


*# # # 
In the mid-1800s a factory system began spreading from New 


England to New York, Pennsylvania and the newly emerging states 
beyond. Banks were created by the hundreds over the next forty 


years. America's abundant resources, expanding territory and 
growing population lured capital from both here and abroad, 


according to the U.S. Department of Labor's History of The 
American Worker. 








